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All I want for Christmas is a hippopotamus...
Only a hippopotamus will do...
No crocodiles or rhinoceroseses...
Because only a hippopotamus will do...
And a hippopotamus would love me too...
             Children’s  Christmas song - “Gayla Peevey”

What a peculiar start to a Masonic paper. 
But peculiar is as peculiar does, in context. 

And this point, the point of context, is what I 
would most like to illustrate at the start so that at 
some future point we may come back to this most 
peculiar start and close out this most peculiar 
paper, in a most peculiar way.

Now, context is ascertained by one’s ability to recognize the viewpoint behind the thoughts 
projected. Barring a peculiar viewpoint, the intended context of esoteric writings are generally 
lost to the peculiar.

Ok, I’ve had my fun using this word peculiar, without so much as defining or illustrating it, or 
have I?

Did I not illustrate a meaning of peculiar by claiming, and you somehow knowing the start to 
be just that, peculiar? Has not the word peculiar, been illustrated above as either inclusive or 
exclusive in meaning? Has not the concept of context been illustrated as peculiar in nature to 
the projected thought? And has not a special definition, of peculiar been alluded too? 

Should I be allowed to continue without so much as a clarification upon this foundational ele-
ment or peculiar viewpoint in which so much rests?  

“Whoso readeth, let him understand.” Matt. 24:15

While it is not so difficult to read and understand the common meanings of words, it is quite 
another matter to be able to discern or intuit, the deeper meanings in conjunction with the 
literal meanings, especially in our Ritual.  
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This paper, on a more sublime level is about self limitations, self doubts and personal 
volition; but it’s principle intent is to help you grasp or resolve abstract esoteric symbolism 

into the foundational principles of our Masonic craft.

So that you may be less confused or lost at the beginning of this paper I’d like to give you a sec-
ondary or Higher overtone for the word “Peculiar”, as derived from Exodus 19:5

(Exodus 19:5) The Torah
“Now therefore, if you will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then you shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me from all the peoples, for all the earth is mine” 

(Exodus 19:5) New King James Version (NKJV)
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a 
special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.  

From looking closely at the two quotes we find “peculiar”, “special” and “treasured”. We also 
find the action of “unto Me” and “to Me”, and further we note the elevation or raising up of this 
peculiar, special and/or treasured class over the earth bound class of people.  

In a nutshell, peculiar’s Higher meaning or overtone when used in esoteric language is as fol-
lows: as we go unto God or through the Gate (involution) we are raised up, (evolved) into a new 
class. Let’s just say that the word peculiar may have evolutional class overtones when you see it 
in our Ritual especially if you’ve been pointed out, “as a proper object for this peculiar mark of 
our favor”.
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As this paper unfolds in it’s odd way, it is my hope that it will lead you to a deeper 
understanding of esoteric language and possibly our Ritual by expounding on the abstract 

reasoning particular to the Peculiar Mason. 

A Peculiar Mason is one who is able to resolve the major tenants and/or symbolism of  Western 
esoteric language into the same or similar foundational Principles symbolized in our Masonic 
teachings. This can only be done by generally acknowledging where it is we came from, where 
we are, and where it is we desire to go. Consider this acknowledgment to be the viewpoint of 
Peculiar Masonry.

The Alchemical illustration above is a Rosicrucian example of a peculiar viewpoint, depicting 
the major Principles of Western thought revealed through symbolism, from the Beginning.
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Most Worshipful is at the back of my mind just now crying, FOUL! FOUL!... They look 
for guidance and you toss’m a banana peel. God help you with the rest of it, you’ve lost 

the lot of them now. 

Ah yes, how well I know the feeling. But I’d rather think of it another way - sometimes you 
just have to get lost, before you can find your way. Besides, if it were only that easy...   we 
needn’t have to TRY.

Oh rare integrity, oh fortitude most grand, from where do we start when we are lost? 

In Order that I may Light a way, implosive as it may be, you must firstly agree that we are not 
our physical bodies, that we exist indeterminate of a physical self.  This admission in turn, 
leads us to the question of just who and what, are we then? 

cogito ergo sum   
“I think, therefore I am.”  René Descartes 

What is this separate, intellectual egotistical personality which makes claims so near and 
dear, that we are driven to the madness of wishing for the very same immortality that we 
already possess?

And secondly... Wait, wait, wait... wait just a minute now - I’m not only lost, but confused 
as well. What is the Philosophers Stone, or The Holy Grail, or for that matter the Elixir Of 
Youth all about if not the pursuit of immortality?  Alright, I’ll answer this now, by skipping 
ahead, back to the Beginning of this Peculiar circle. The pursuit of immortality is a veiled 
allegory expressing a need for an individual active pursuit along the lines of a Principal 
foundational understanding of who we are in terms of an evolutional class and individual-
ity within that class, which seeks further light (Involution), in order to bring it’s self out of 
bondage (Evolution), into a New self-realized, (“My Father and I are One”), liberated class.  
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Given this answer, peculiar reasoning becomes the standpoint of an individuals self-
knowledge pertaining to the Principle of Involution & Evolution from, the Beginning. 

At this instance, again, my heart goes out to Most Worshipful who constantly reminds me 
of making sure that the reader is not left to vagueness but is brought to speed by a carefully 
placed definition or explanations of terms too easily confused.  Ahhh, if it were only that 
easy...

I fear that no matter the clearness of argument or beautiful reason that I may bear down 
upon you concerning the definition or explanation of the words Involution and Evolution, 
would be enough to dissuade you from your doubts. Therefore, I leave it to your personal 
efforts to become doubtless; to decipher and experience the Rosicrucian illustration which 
so clearly shows the Goodness of Involution and Evolution from, the Beginning.

Ok,  ok, I realize that it’s not 
enough to merely lead a horse to 
Water and then drop the reins to 
dangle against the fetlocks that he 
might think afore of the options. 

Most Worshipful especially, would 
think me remiss if I didn’t even salt 
the grain, or rub your gums with 
wet hands before you gave up the 
bit and moved on to thoughtless 
pastures. 

So, consider our Masonic Begin-
ning for a moment in terms of 
the very first question put to you 
on your Masonic journey. From 
whence came you?.. and see if we 
can’t overlay the Holy Saints John 
at Jerusalem, upon the Rosicrucian 
Beginning so illustrated. 

In order to do that, might I suggest 
that we draw lines at the thirds and 
give general labels to the Rosicru-
cian symbols present in the illustra-
tion. If the reader is inclined, he 
may follow up this basic start using 
his newly found Peculiar skills by 
overlaying the three columns of the 
Kabbalah, Severity, Wisdom and 
Mercy unto the thirds.



Boaz          Jachin
Pillar of Clouds    Pillar of 
Fire
Baptist                     Evangelist
Left Hand        Right Hand

WATER        FIRE
        Swan                 Rebirth

AIR         EARTH
       Intelligence              Form

Jerusalem
Seat of Peace - Equilibrium - 
The Gate Divine Will / Desire 

Master Keys -  Involution/
Evolution

“Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it”. 

So, let us assume that I did 
not lead you to Water (The 

Beautiful Swan), by mistake, but 
that I led you to this rippleless 
pool that you might reflect 
upon, and see yourself to be of 
It,.. before you carefully side 
step away, conflicted by your 
everyday doubt.

“And the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters.” 
Genesis 1:2

FOUL! FOUL!  I hear again 
Most Worshipful’s cries...  They 
have slipped by your hand, lost 
their way by your hand, and

even the wet hand of Intelli-
gence you have promised, has 
not been severally provided.

I stand corrected, I have 
raced ahead all to fast by fail-
ing to remind my dear Broth-
ers of where we ourselves, 
were first made Masons.

If you will but consider the 
Heart of Divine Desire and 
our first recognition of It, as 
being closer to the Gate or 
narrow way, then the Prin-
ciple of Involution leading 
us into a New self-realized, 
(“My Father and I are One”), 
liberated class becomes more 
self evident.
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This liberated class is symbolized in the illustration by the Latin, EGO SUM FLOS DE 
SARON. “I am the flower of Saron” Cantic:2  The perfect Body of Christ or Christos. Its 

placement can be seen leading inwardly from the Gate just as ET LILIUM CONULLIUM, “the 
Lilly’s of the Field” lead outwardly toward perfected orderly form under the foot of Man.
Let’s look at something a little more masonry, such as the hundreds of cathedrals built by 
Masons in which you can see the same relationship of the three pillars. DaVinci’s last supper is 
most useful here as it shows the three pillars as Triptych openings behind the Body of Christ.

If I was more of a scholar, I’d figure out  the personalities of the Apostles and see if they didn’t 
correspond with the major characteristics of the Masonic pillars of Boaz and Jachin. I do know 
that John the Evangelist is seated next to Jesus on the left side, or right hand of same. Notice 
how the Apostles themselves are clustered in four three’s.  Fire, Air, Earth, and Water, perhaps? 

St. John the Evangelist, represented alchemically is the 
pyramid pointing up. Which symbolizes the fire of Desire, 
the drive and will of action that pertains to personal voli-
tion. And of course, John the Baptist symbolizing Water, 
is the pyramid pointing down. Put them together... Wait a 
minute,.. haven’t we seen this Star before? 

Well done.., perhaps another example then. Together 
Brothers.., lest faithless prove or trust betray in these three 
words contained: Truth, Honor and Fortitude...  

Peculiar Masonry: an understanding of esoteric context, exactly as it should be, as it has to be, 
given the Principle of the Matter and our personal volition contained within an ever unfolding 
Goodness; All in it’s unique oddness to Self.
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For those of you who had your doubts about this paper beginning with the word “hippopotamus”,  
I’d like to point out that the song is an example of a specialization of the Principles shown in the 

Rosicrucian peculiar illustration whereby one might call forth child-like from the un-seen into the 
seen, by use of personal singular desire in Loving relationship, from the Water.  

This calling forth relationship must be in line with Divine goodness or desire, (closer to the gate). 
This getting closer to the Gate is the basis of the Perfect Points of Entrance. This understanding, if 
Peculiar Masons we be, places within our grasp or means, the Working Tools of Life Everlasting.

In closing, it has been my personal singular desire in writing for our Lodge was to be of service and 
worth; and to this end, peculiarly, I have experienced the reciprocal love of this Lodge for my ef-
forts.

No crocodiles or rhinoceroseses...
Because only a hippopotamus will do...

And a hippopotamus would love me too...
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