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My papers have always come from a 
frustration, an un-ease or nagging 

of sorts, by some word or phrase that 
sticks in my craw and won’t let go.  This, 
in some ways keeps me attentive to 
things and thoughts related to the word 
or phrase which might relieve me... of 
my un-ease. 

I’ll give you an example; I wanted to 
write a paper dealing somewhat with 
the possible origin’s and history of 
playing cards as relates to Tarot cards. 
So I did what we all do, I put a toe 
into the preverbal mother of all rabbit 
holes, Google, and got sucked in. What 
I noticed first, was that the majority 
of images were of playing cards with 
links to purchase; a few clicks later I’m 
searching for playing cards which may 
support a closer look at Tarot symbol-
ism and cards through history.  

Now this Google hunting for rabbits 
sounds like what we all do, however, 
I actually bought a few different packs 
of cards online so that I could hold and 
examine them.

Now it makes no difference if the physical cards themselves help 
me or not, as the real benefits, the 'MAGIC' - came from the positive 
action of purchasing the cards. I was attentive (I recognized), another avenue of 
attack at my un-ease and took action. This action or reaction from your attentive state, builds 
on itself until you’ve relieved the un-ease. Or, as in most cases absent this recognition, the 
earlier message that had stuck in your craw loses it’s power, it’s ability to create a right action 
towards relief of same. Eventually, and at some point you’ll mostly forget all about ‘it’.
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The Rabbit Hole has no mercy, down it I found several other frustrations 
intermingling with my purpose of staying focused on playing cards and the Tarot. 

The biggest intermingler was the phrase or words, ‘three, several times’, and a close 
second was, ‘The way down is the way up’. These phrases seem to have no connection 
to each other, however, down the Rabbit Hole I found plenty of similarities and 
connections, not only to themselves, but back to my understanding of the playing 
cards and the Tarot as well.

The subject of making all the connections 
to and from these other frustrations is 
regrettably too large as to be appropriate 
in this small effort, so we’ll just have to 
dig up those dogs another day. 

According to William Benham,  in his 
book Playing Cards : History of the Pack 
and Explanations of its Many Secrets... 

“What can be told for certain is that the 
earliest Tarot deck known in Europe was 
the Venetian Pack.  It was produced in 
Lombardy around the year 1320 and con-
sisted of four suits of ten cards with four 
court cards per suit. It also included the 
twenty-two trump cards which in modern 
Tarot are known as the Major Arcana. 
This early European deck is the same as 
the modern Tarot in setup, and many of 
the original symbols remain the same in 
modern decks, although the interpreta-
tion and placement of these symbols /
cards has changed over time.

The law of evolution suggests that the 
simplified four-suit pack, prevalent all 
over Europe for six centuries, was evolved 
from a more complicated and less con-
venient pack. It seems probable  that the 
earliest European cards were the more 
cumbrous, complicated, overcrowded, 
monstrous tarot packs, and that the 
smaller and simpler and less costly packs 
of four suits were a later improvement.” 
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While this observation may make sense ‘if ’ his suggestive assumptions are correct. 
However, it could equally be that what we know as the Minor Arcana (the lower 

56 cards), may have been another version of the same or similar information contained 
in the Major Arcana but with numbers, levels and suits as powers, or qualities acting as 
the medium of symbolic transfer. An owner, collector or initiate of both systems may 
have kept them together and accidently or intentionally created the 78 card deck we know 
today. Just as probable, eh?

It is alleged that the oldest surviving pack of Anglo related playing cards were created 
from an eclectic array of cards collected from around the world. The Marechal pack dating 
to 1567 is the pack I refer too. The Jokers as far as anyone knows for certain were added to 
the deck of playing cards in the 1860’s to facilitate some new rules for American Euchre 
players who made up some new rules to their beloved game. 

If my suspicions are correct and the original playing card deck is representative of another 
esoteric system representing the Universe, the Jokers would need to be present to fulfill 
the system. Their disappearance could be attributed to some of the same factors that are 
said to have effected the evolution of the simplified playing card pack. Perhaps more on 
this system in another paper to come.

Now from this French playing card pack, which is either the Minor Arcana without the 
Knights, or this other system I alluded to without the Jokers, comes our present day 
English or Anglo playing cards. It should be noted that through the hundreds of years of 
their production, they changed but little until recently. So if indeed the Major Arcana (As 
Above) and the playing card deck (So Below), reveal or conceal similar knowledge, some 
type of overlayment or mapping of ideas should be possible.

I do not propose to undertake such a large effort here my Brothers, as this is just a short 
attempt to stimulate your own efforts along the lines of symbol interpretation and the 
seeking of Right action.  So... up from the depths of the Google rabbit hole I pull out of my 
hat for your enjoyment... The Suicide King.
 
We’re going to examine the King of Hearts, AKA The Suicide King, as it has some special 
mentions to it’s credit that push it to the front for the purposes of our revelations (sym-
bolic interpretation within a system), herein. As I have now limited the playing cards 
down to one card in order to keep this attempt at an overlayment and interpretation short; 
a corresponding limitation as such, has also been placed in kind on the Tarot cards and 
their corrosponding symbolism. 
 
To help solve the dilemma of which Tarot card or cards should be taken together with the 
King of Hearts, we have to decide which King of Hearts we are to examine. There exists 
two Anglo versions of the King of Hearts, one with the King holding an axe next to or 
embedded into the head, and the other with the King holding a sword embedded within 
the head.  (The Suicide King)
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I propose, for the purposes of this small effort that we map both Kings to the Tarot for 
reasons that will become clear as we explore how it is that the Tarot cards and their 

corrosponding symbolism are interpreted.

So how do we figure out which card or cards of the Tarot belong to the King of Hearts 
for each version? This is where the Magic comes in my Brothers. 



I have need of a way to pick the card or cards for this short attempt; this problem vexes 
me, it sticks in my craw you might say. And then it starts happening. The constant 

feeling that if I did ‘this’, it might help, then I do that little bit in hopes, and then I get 
the feeling again, that if I did this....  

So I do those little things along the lines of my attention and un-ease again and again, 
and then, as if by Magic... I’m reading one of those books I thought might help, 
and low and behold, I find the two Tarot cards that will serve us in our example of the 
King of Hearts, both axe and embedded sword. 

I swear, it seemed I took a shortcut past having to figure out the full system of the Tarot 
overlayment to come up with the matching card to card corrospondance I needed for  
the Kings.

I apologize here, as we have not covered a lot of ground necessary to start this discus-
sion. We have left out the explanation of the possibility of the original symbolic mean-
ing of the cards being changed or corrupted by the printing process and/or personal 
bias or insight. That is, how did an axe become an embedded sword? Or for that matter 
why did he lose, gain and then lose his mustache again over the centuries.

It is said that all four of the original Kings in use at the time of printing blocks had 
mustaches. However, that due to an impression block failure at the printer house the 
King of Hearts lost his mustache.  Still this would not explain why only two of the Jacks 
sport mustaches. A significance of doubling from one to two through the Queen might 
be suggested, eh? 

Therefore, it may be that the mustache all along was not present and there is no mis-
take. Or it was present at the inception of the first pack which is unknown to us. Our 
oldest surviving cards show the King of Hearts without a mustache and then just a 120 
years later he gets back his mustache, only to lose it again another100 years later.

Well.., you might also ask, why it is that only the King of Hearts has four hands instead 
of two (newer mirrored versions), or why his arm bands at the cuff are dis-similar, or 
why he looks to his right and not the left, or why didn’t the lapel design change more 
with time?... etc. 
 
Ok, Ok, I know you want to get on with the interpretation, but first, let’s examine or 
at least take into consideration the whole of the card, the general characteristics of the 
card you might say. The first thing to notice is that the court cards have no numerology. 
Their status or position can be said to be a paternal hierarchy of a higher order indi-
cated by the crown. This position is above or before the numbered cards, but not past 
or out of reach of the influence of the suit, color or qualities of the lower cards as these 
develop out of the King himself. 
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The King wears the crown to either indicate an ability or aspect of communion with the 
divine (super consciousness), or to indicate an order of divinity itself.  Father , Son, Holy 

Ghost or Kether, Chokmah and Binah, or Mercury, Sulphur and Salt for example. 

So if we are to peg the King of Hearts with the axe or embedded sword to a Tarot card or cards 
of the Major Arcana we need to look further into the symbolism of the card for meaning and 
correlation. 

Let’s not get too excited about the mustache as it may have no intended symbolical meaning at 
all and even if it did, it is always possible that someone with or without the knowledge of the 
symbolism could have changed the card or cards to suit his own insights, bias or ignorance. 
Not to get sidetracked, but what could possibly be the difference between having a mustache 
or not? 

The first thing that comes to my mind is the focus upon the mouth which in turn should give 
rise to an emphasis on the Voice or Word and that which receives it, our outer and inner ears 
of reception to which the illustration of Matthew 13:9 refers. There is also an Alchemical sym-
bol which closely resembles the arch of a mustache: that of the waning half moon cup shape 
placed above and/or over another quality.  Given the Moon is associated with intuition and 
reception we have another reference to Matthew 13:9
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Of course if all the Kings had mustaches, we could only assume a similar or non-
meaning. But should we not also take into consideration that the head of the King of 

Hearts is always looking to the right? Or, that the axe in earlier cards is only pointed to the 
head not embedded into the plane or sphere of the head? By embedded I mean that the axe 
or sword enters the plane of the head but does not exit the other side. 

Now let’s get back to the limits of this short attempt and concentrate on the subject at hand. 
That is, which Tarot cards in my opinion, would correspond to the symbolism of an axe and 
which card to the symbolism of the embedded sword. 

The Hierophant and The Lovers of the Major Arcana in my opinion get us to a possible axe 
and embedded sword overlayment. One by way of number, and the other by way of its as-
sociated Hebrew letter. On the whole, both cards symbolize an aspect of deity, one with an 
earthbound crown the other by Angelic association. Also, you might find this interesting. 
Take a quick look at the Hebrew letters at the lower right of the Tarot cards. Don’t they look 
a lot like an axe and a sword?

In the reading of Tarot cards, each card contains not only it’s own symbolism but also that 
of the card directly before and after. There are also multiple corresponding cards that add to 
the interpretation depending on position, pattern, number, letter and word association: we 
will thus have to limit our commentary in this regard if we are to keep this exercise short.

It should be noted here as well, that our journey in life and learning somewhat correspond 
to these same linear and extrapolated directions of interpretation. For instance, if we were 
to count the Tarot cards from The Fool to The Hierophant we would count to 6, giving The 
Lovers the number 7. Where have I seen these numbers before? 

“But time will not permit: all is uneven, and 
every thing is left at six and seven”
                                                       William Shakespeare
 
And so it is that even in this short attempt, a previous paper “Sixes and Sevens”, and it’s 
import is present and effecting what is now being proffered. 

It should surprize no one that we should see similar concepts described or alluded to in 
other religions. In researching the root or etyomology of the word axe I came across Gane-
sha. Ganesha is one of Hinduism’s most worshipped deities. He is the god of wisdom and he 
helps people to overcome obstacles. Ganesha has an elephant head and four arms, and he 
holds the whole universe within his enormous stomach. In one hand, he holds an axe that is 
used to sever the follower’s ties to the material world.  This same meaning is hidden in the 
quote by William Shakespeare above, and may give some credence to the fact that the King 
of Hearts is the only modern court card that has four hands.  
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You might also like to notice 
that Ganesha is holding a 

throwing axe very similar to the 
King of Hearts. The question is... 
why a throwing axe?

In Central Europe, throwing axes 
made entirely of iron were used in 
the late Middle Ages. The handle 
was usually 10 to 12 inches long 
and ended in a point. The main 
purpose of the axe was to fly 
through space, to cover a distance 
or gap with a forceful intent of re-
ception from one side to the other. 
According to Paul Foster Case, The 
Hierophant is the “bridge-maker” 
who provides a connecting link 
between the space of our outer 
experience to the space of interior 
illumination by use of the organs of 
inner hearing.

In my opinion, The Lovers map to the King of Hearts embedded sword version by its 
association with the Hebrew letter Zain, which also has the value of ‘7’ and means sword 
or weapon. The letter has the sense of smell attributed to it in the Book of Formation. 
Basically, a sense of discernment or keen perception is meant by the sword symbolism.  
The sword is embedded into the head to emphasize the plane on which the symbolism is 
to be applied. 

It is not my fault that what gets thrown down next is a hard bone to chew, with its sweet 
marrow buried just below in a manner as such, that only those with fortitude may have 
hopes of devouring.

The Lovers card at it’s core represents the three modes of consciousness under which we 
ourselves as personalities operate. I will for this short excercise try to whittle down the 
overall symbolism of the card to at least get you a taste of the marrow contained.

Frankly, some of this symbolism and interpretation is above my pay grade so I have bor-
rowed heavily from, “The Tarot” by Paul Foster Case - Key 6: The Lovers. Basically, in 
order to receive guidance from the super conscious, your self-conscious intellect must 
perceive the true relation among the three modes of consciousness. (super conscious-
ness, subconsciousness and self-consciousness)
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In practical psychology the lesson of the picture in the Tarot card is plain. The 
woman (sub-consciousness), looks toward the Angel (super consciousness), the 

man (self-consciousness), looks towards the woman. The self-conscious intellectual 
mind, although it is the determining factor in personal consciousness, does not 
become directly aware of super consciousness. This basic law of mental development or 
harmony depends on the discriminative exercise of the male self-conscious powers.

Discrimination, then, is the key to the establishment of happy co-operation between 
the two modes of personal consciousness. The burden falls on the male self-conscious-
ness, because it is the framer of suggestion effecting the law of receptivity or guidance 
from the super consciousness as well as it’s destruction or opposite of that which was 
framed. That’s what is meant by a double edged sword, a sword which can cut both 
ways, one side helpful - the other, not so much.

This subject of suggestion has been on my radar for a long time and I find it intermixed 
at all levels of the Mysteries to which I am familar. Mr. Case ends his explination of Key 
6: The Lovers, with some very good direction in regard to framing suggestive thought.

“All that is necessary is to formulate suggestions embodying the idea that subcon-
sciousness can, and does, receive the influence from above, that it can, and does, reflect 
that influence to self-consciousness. Frame suggestions like these in words of your own. 
Study the picture, and find words to express its meaning in a formula of auto-suggstion. 
Your own words are best, and have the most power. You will be amazed and delighted 
with the result.”

A final thought; is it possible that, 
just as the Tarot cards have evolved 
to more accurately portray a system 
of esoteric knowledge, some greater 
scheme is at work with the axe chang-
ing into an embedded sword over 
time? That there may be some mes-
sage to be had for those that are led to 
explore The Suicide King by a sugges-
tive thought from an inner voice? 

There are indeed several stories or 
versions of why the King of Hearts 
is called the Suicide King, however, 
it would be wrong of me to spoil the 
hunt so to speak, if you ever decided 
to chase that Rabbit yourself.
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