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Actually, the story of the Red Violin spans 
five countries and over 300 years from 

the time it was created in 1681 by Niccolò 
Bussoti in Cremona, Italy to its sale at the 
Duval auction house in Montreal, Canada in 
1997.

At the beginning of the film, Bussoti’s wife 
Anna asks her servant Cesca to read her 
fortune according to the Tarot cards. Five 
cards are laid out on the table, and Cesca 
overturns each one at various points in the 
movie. The first card to be overturned is The 
Moon, which Cesca interprets as pointing to 
a long life with many journeys. This fortune 
is in contradiction to Anna’s fate, as Anna 
dies shortly thereafter in childbirth. As the 
movie progresses, it becomes apparent that 
the Tarot cards: The Moon, The Hanged 
Man, The Devil, Justice, and Death—are 
actually the fate of the essence or “life” of the 
Red Violin.

What do all five Tarot cards mean?

The first card, The Moon (La Luna), is inter-
preted by Cesca as meaning, a long life, full 
and rich, with many journeys. In the context 
of the movie, it refers to the birth of the Red 
Violin and its journey through it’s life and 
times. The second card, The Hanged Man 
(L’Impiccato), warns of, danger and disease, 
and corresponds to the violin’s childhood 
with Kaspar Weiss. 
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The Red Violin

Mostly parapharsed, (stolen) from vaious sources....



Cesca describes The Devil (Il Diavolo), as referring to, a time of lust and energy; during 
which she will meet a handsome, intelligent, and seductive man. He turns out to be 

the lusty violin virtuoso, Frederick Pope. 

When describing the fourth card, Justice (La Giustizia), Cesca predicts that there will be 
a trial before a powerful magistrate, where, you will be found guilty. This describes the 
violin’s role during the Cultural Revolution in China. 

Finally, Cesca describes Death (Morte), as pointing to a journey’s end. Because the card is 
reversed, however, it foretells of an ending followed by “rebirth.”

What did Cesca mean when she referred to the Red Violin having a, “Lazarus soul?”

Lazarus of Bethany, appears in the Gospel of John in the New Testament of the Bible. The 
story goes that Lazarus was resurrected four days after his death by Jesus Christ. By refer-
ring to the Red Violin as a “Lazarus soul,” Cesca means that the Red Violin also has the 
ability of becoming restored to “life”, after its seeming death.
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Who were all the people bidding on the Red Violin at the auction?

Four individuals, each from one aspect of the Red Violin’s life, were involved in the final 
bidding. There was Suzanne representing the Vienna monks, Nicolas Olsberg representing 
the Pope Foundation, adult Ming from China, and renown concert pianist Ruselsky. In the 
end, Ruselsky beats out the first three and obtains the violin for $2,400,000.

Ruselsky ends up buying the copy, and Morritz takes home the Red Violin to his daughter, 
thus fulfilling Cesca’s interpretation of the final Tarot card.

What of the red gemstone plucked out of the violins scroll?  The merchant only sees the 
value of the gemstone mounted in the scroll of the violin, and plunders its ornamental gem 
before selling it 30 years later to a woman whose young daughter has expressed an interest 
in the Red Violin.
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The fiery and captivating Ruby is a stone of 
nobility, considered the most magnificent of all 

gems, the queen of stones and the stone of kings. 
Ancients believed it surpassed all other precious 
stones in virtue, and its value exceeded even that of 
the Diamond.

Revered in many cultures throughout history, Ruby 
has always been a talisman of passion, protection and 
prosperity. It symbolizes the sun, and its glowing hue 
suggests an inextinguishable flame within the stone

Ruby is said to initiate the sensual pleasures of life. It 
stirs the blood and stimulates the heart, encouraging 
one to enjoy being in the physical world. It increases 
desire and sexual energy, and may be used to activate 
the kundalini at its base or root center.  Ruby has 
always been associated with love, especially faithful 
passionate commitment and closeness. Companion 
Cube / Teddy Bear syndrome?

Grail in the garbage:

Happens to the red violin quite frequently. One might 
consider giving a violin of such quality away to a 
monastery to train young monks to be “throwing it 
out,” if not, then certainly burying it in a grave will do. 
Frederick Pope thought so when he found Romani 
on his lands playing it. The violin later gathers dust 
in a dinky English goods shop in Shanghai for several 
decades.

The Power of Blood: 

Busotti finishes the violin after his wife’s death by 
making a varnish of her blood and painting it on with 
her hair. The violin carries on Anna’s spirit (or, alter-
nately, her child’s). I would dispute this interpretation 
as Buscotti is the prime source that charged/created 
the violin as a talisman and it is more likely that deep 
love and loss as opposites were ever present during 
the Moon time of it’s making. Ever after, the violin’s 
owners during the movie constantly play a variant on 
Anna’s Theme.
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Time Passes Montage: 

Three of them, the child, the young man and the old man. Thereafter the cycle repeats 
again with another child.

We have in the symbolism of the movie another set of 3, the Three Lessor Lights of Free-
masonry. The Moon, The Sun and The Master of the Lodge.  You should also be able to 
find these symbols in the characters as well as the Tarot cards themselves if you have the 
fortitude for it.

It is quite easy to miss the nuanced aspects of the movie such as the use of Tailsmatic 
Magic and numbers that relay the inner meanings to those who find themselves at Sixes 
and Sevens. Take for example the auction tag with the number 72.     7 + 2 = 9     Nine is 
known as the number fixed within the Wind, or in Freemasonry as the Master’s number.  
The Red Violin is declared by Bussoti himself to be his only realized Masterpiece, the only 
one that he admits received the whole nine yards of his efforts. 

Then again, there is another number that comes to us in the form of the room number of 
the appraiser, that number being 2703.  2703 corresponds directly with the number 3... by 
summing the 9’s.  We know this number 3 to be a deliberate inclusion as the appraiser was 
not given the room he requested, room 2803, which according to the hotel staff was ex-
actly the same room only located one level above his given room. There are probably other 
numbers that might make their way into your space, if ever you’re left, at six and seven.

On another note, Stradivari fixed the exact shape and position of the sound-holes, and his 
model has been copied by most makers since his time. He definitively settled the shape 
and details of the bridge, which cannot be altered in the slightest degree without in some 
way injuring the tone of the instrument.  The scroll of the violin is said to mimic the shape 
of your inner ear hair response to sound waves and was designed well before the shape of 
the cochlea was discovered by science.
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